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the subject of the First Fruits bill. It is, I think, the grossest
insult to the Lord Lieutenant, to the Board of First Fruits
and to me personally, that can be imagined. I have written
to Lord Walsingham to desire that he will not permit Irish
bills to be hurried through the Lords without communica-
tion with the Government here; and at the request of the
Chief Justice and some of the Bishops I have particularly
desired that no bill affecting the Church or the Administra-
tion of Justice may be passed without its being transmitted
here, that persons informed upon the subject may judge
of it.  The Curates bill, I find, gives great offence to the
Bishops, not the slightest attention having been paid to
them on the subject. The bill to change the Jurisdiction in
small debts gave the same offence to the Judges.   But
serious mischief may arise from the passing of such bills
without the knowledge of the only persons likely to be
well informed on the subject, and particularly in the
administration of justice. The two most active men in the
Church, the Archbishop of Cashel and Bishop of Derry,
and indeed the whole of the active men on the Bench are
highly offended. In truth, my dear Sir, the Irish Govern-
ment is clearly sinking into a state of contempt from which
it will require considerable exertions to [word illegible]
it.  We understand here that Jonah Barrington, the most
notorious of the *quam dius' as they were called, has
got a promise from somebody for a large permanent salary.
Instead of increase of salary, his office ought to be abolished
as a great nuisance.   The Speaker will give you some
intimations on this subject; and unless some restraint can
be put upon the rapacity of his officers, the trade of Ireland
will be ruined.   Surely this was a subject with which
Mr. Foster has nothing to do, and with which the Lord
Lieutenant is importantly concerned.   This proceeding,
with many others, tend so much to disgust Lord Hard-
wicke, that I think you will find him much out of humour.
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